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. London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 

Schools Forum 
Minutes 

 

Monday 20 January 2014 
 

 

 
 

PRESENT 
 
Schools: Gill Del Bravo and Micheal Pettavel 
 
Academies:  Gary Kymaston, David McFadden and Bernie Peploe 
 
Non Schools:  Dennis Charman, Dave McNamara and Andy Rennison  
 
Officers:  Craig Bowdery (Principal Committee Coordnator), Alison Farmer (Tri-
Borough Assistant Director for SEN), Andy Inett (Relationship Manager, Schools), 
and Remi Oladapo (3BM) 
 

 
13. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

 
RESOLVED –  
The minutes of the meeting held on 14th October 2013 were approved as a 
correct record.  
 
 

14. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Jude Ragan, Sally Whyte and Phil 
Cross.  
 
 

15. SCHOOLS FUNDING ARRANGEMENTS FOR 2014/15  
 
The Forum received a report from Andy Rennison presenting the school 
funding arrangements and DSG allocations for 2014/15. Andy also tabled a 
detailed analysis of allocations featuring a school-by-school breakdown.  
 
Andy highlighted that at its last meeting, the Forum agreed to move 
£1.3million funding from the High Needs Block to the Schools Block to fund 
SEN. However he noted that the strategy for higher needs was still being 
developed, with a risk that costs for out of borough placements would need to 
be met. He therefore proposed that the funding be returned to the High Needs 
Block. The Forum was also informed that the intention was to align the three 
Tri-Borough authorities to ensure the thresholds were consistent for allocation 
of funds from the High Needs Block. In response to question regarding the 
impact on schools, Andy explained that schools with high numbers of Free 



_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Minutes are subject to confirmation at the next meeting as a correct record of the proceedings and any amendments arising will 
be recorded in the minutes of that subsequent meeting. 

 

School Meals (FSM) would likely lose some funding, while those with high 
numbers of English as Additional Language (EAL) would gain funding. In 
either instance the sums were not significant.  
 
The Forum discussed the potential impact of changes in the benefit system 
and the caps that had been introduced. Members asked whether there was 
any evidence of increased demand for the funding for two year olds in low 
income households. Officers reported that they had not observed any trends 
and explained that they used the Primary applications as a data source. The 
experience of the Forum had been that there had been increased mobility 
with families moving further away and that punctuality had been affected, but 
the pupils remained on the roll. Officers explained that in Westminster families 
with SEN children had to consult the authority before moving, and if they 
moved they were prioritised to move back into the borough. It was agreed that 
further work on the issue was required and would be reported to a future 
meeting.  
 
Members discussed the allocation of funding for FSM and how this was 
affected by the guidance that all KS1 children should receive a meal. It was 
explained that officers were still awaiting guidance from the Education 
Funding Agency (EFA) on this matter. The Forum also discussed the EAL 
funding and questioned how it would be allocated. Officers explained that the 
EFA had provided the funding and they determined how it would be allocated. 
It was agreed that the impact of the changes to EAL funding would be 
reported to the March meeting of the Forum.  

Action: Andy Rennison  
 
It was highlighted that as early years providers did not receive the DSG, many 
felt that their funding was vulnerable. Officers gave assurances that their 
funding was not at risk and explained that funding would be set for the 
duration of 2014/15.  
 
The Forum noted the issues raised by Jude Ragan in her absence. The first 
issue related to uncertainty and delays in payment of top-up funding. Alison 
Farmer explained that she was aware of the issue and would be contacting 
Jude directly. With regard to the recouping of costs of therapy services, Alison 
reported that the expectation was that the local authority and CCG (Clinical 
Commissioning Group) would jointly commission services. It was hoped that 
when the Children & Families Bill was passed further clarity would be given. 
Jude’s final point related to stability of funding despite having entrants 
throughout the year. Alison responded that funding would be calculated on a 
monthly basis, with the exact approach to be agreed at the March Forum 
meeting.  

Action: Alison Farmer  
 
RESOLVED –  
That the Forum agree: 

i) The transfer of £1,300,800 back to the High Needs Block; 
ii) The pro-forma to be submitted to the EFA;  
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iii) The proposed deployment of the Notional Schools Block for 
2014/15 and the savings targets against the centrally and de-
delegated retained DSG items;  

iv) The provision of £1.3million to be set aside for the Notional SEN 
funding until a strategy for deployment is developed;  

v) The funding targeted at the Planned Commissioned Special 
Provisions;  

vi) The funding provisions set aside for Top-Ups for LBHF residents in 
mainstream provisions in and out of borough;  

vii) The provision set aside for pupils attending Independent and Non-
Maintained Specialist settings; 

viii) The proposed deployment of the Early Years Block; and  
ix) The proposed deployment of the 2012/13 DSG underspend.  

 
 

16. CHANGES TO DBS PROCEDURES IN THE COUNCIL  
 
Andy Inett gave a verbal report on the changes to the Disclosure and Barring 
Service (DBS). He explained that all new Council employees must sign up to 
the Update Service, which would cost the employee £3, to be reimbursed by 
the Council/community school. A letter seeking consent was being sent to 
schools and the system would allow schools to check the current status of 
employees live with increased portability of clearances. Members asked 
whether governors needed be signed up as well as employees, and Andy 
explained that whilst governors could be included, it was not necessary as 
they were not routinely left alone with children. This advice was requested in 
writing as school inspectors sometimes had a different view.  

Action: Andy Inett 
 
 

17. SCHOOL DELEGATED BUDGETS  
 
Full details on this were to be provided at the subsequent March meeting.  

Action: Andy Rennision  
 
 

18. HIGH NEEDS INDICATIVE BUDGETS  
 
This update referred to the movement of funds back to the High Needs Block, 
which was discussed as part of the earlier agenda item.  
 
 

19. DSG BUDGET MONITORING  
 
A report on this subject would be provided at the March meeting.  

Action: Andy Rennison  
 
 

20. SCHOOLS FORUM WORK PROGRAMME  
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The Forum Work Programme was agreed. Dave McNamara reported that a 
Schools Meals Contract update would also be given at the March meeting.  

Action: Dave McNamara  
 
 

21. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS  
 
The dates of future Schools Forum meetings were agreed as: 

• 17th March 2014 

• 16th June 2014  
 
Subject to availability, the meetings would take place at the Randolph 
Beresford Early Years Centre and the Hammersmith Academy respectively.  
 

 
Meeting started: 2.30 pm 
Meeting ended: 3.45 pm 

 
 

Chairman   

 
 
 
 

Contact officer: Craig Bowdery 
Principal Committee Co-ordinator 
Governance and Scrutiny 

 ( : 020 8753 2278 
 E-mail: craig.bowdery@lbhf.gov.uk  
 


